THE AMERICAN LEGION OF MONTANA 
AMERICANISM AND CONSTITUTION ESSAY CONTEST 
MEMO: 
Post Commanders 

SUBJECT: Essay Contest for 7th & 8th Grade Students 

The Department of Montana sponsors this program for 7th & 8th grade students. 
The contest is in response to Joint Senate Resolution No. 12 of the 2005 Montana 
State Legislature wherein they expressed concern over the lack of civic education 
in many of the public schools. 

Instructions for the Posts follow.  Instructions for the Schools are attached. 

Each Post will appoint a chairman to promote this contest and explain our intent 
to the local school. The school may elect to give the contest to 7th & 8th grade 
students. The school should concisely state the objective/assignment they give to 
the students, which must be consistent with our intent to encourage awareness of 
the U.S. Constitution and responsibilities of individual citizens. 

The contest will start on September 17th and run through March 1st.  Submit your choice of the best essay to the Department Education and Training Committee no later than March 15th. Send the package to the Montana American Legion Education/Training Chairman, Jeff Holmes (406) 350-1347.  Posts should provide suitable awards to the contestants. An Essay Medal is available from Emblem Sales (717.317). The Department will award the state winners as follow: 
1st Place $400 Scholarship 
2nd Place $250 Scholarship 
3rd Place $150 Scholarship 

Winners at each school will be awarded a Certificate of Commendation. These 
may be obtained from The American Legion Headquarters in Helena. The 
certificate and Department scholarships are in addition to any Post award you 
may provide. 
The local Post Chairman can be a source of copies of the Constitution should this be a problem. The local Post may also seek participation by other service 
organizations. This may result in greater awards and more acceptance of the program.

Be certain to submit the Attached Questionnaire along with the winning Essay! 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONNAIRE AND MAIL IT 
WITH THE WINNING ESSAY.

Jeff Holmes

PO Box 723
Harlowton, MT 59036

Number of Jr HS Students participating____________________________________

Which grades? 7th ________   8th _________
Name & Number of Post ______________________________________________
Name of Post Chairman & phone #______________________________________ 
Name and address of school ____________________________________________

Full name and address of winning student________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
*THIS DATA IS NEEDED TO MEASURE SUCCESS OF THE ESSAY 
PROGRAM ... PLEASE- PLEASE- PLEASE COMPLETE!!!! 

CRITIQUE: 

