THE AMERICAN LEGION OF MONTANA 
AMERICANISM AND CONSTITUTION ESSAY CONTEST 2019/2020 
7TH & 8TH GRADE LEVEL

TO: The Teacher, Parents and Students 

This is a contest sponsored by The American Legion; it is voluntary. 

Our goal is to encourage 7th & 8th grade students to become aware of the nature of the U.S. Constitution and to consider the responsibilities they will eventually assume as mature citizens. (FYI CONSTITUTION DAY IS SEPTEMBER 17) 

The American Legion expects you to define the essay requirement to your 
students in a manner of your choosing. We expect and encourage variations in 
order that you the teacher can achieve your objectives within the Legion's broad goal stated above. An example might be ---Write an essay discussing the 
significance of a trial by jury as provided in the Constitution. 

When contest essays are submitted for judging you should simply/briefly state 
your topic or assignment (preferably in one sentence as in the sample above) so that we can judge the essay against your stated goal and our 'umbrella' 
objective. 

Essays should be typed and not exceed three double-spaced pages. We will look for indications of understanding, research, and creative thought. Source credits, spelling and grammar will be considered. Finally, we will judge how well the essay addresses the Constitution or responsibilities of a citizen under the Constitution. 

Provide the essay or the essays you deem worthy of consideration, to your local American Legion Post Chairman. Each Post will set their own contest dates but must be finished no later than March 1.  The Post will then the select the winner and forward that essay to the State Chairman for consideration at the state level. 
The Post will establish awards at the local level. At the state level the awards will be as follow: 

1st Place $400 Scholarship 
2nd Place $250 Scholarship 
3rd Place $150 Scholarship 

The winner from each school will be awarded a Certificate of Commendation. 

We welcome comments or criticisms about this contest. Please send comments to 
the Montana American Legion Education/Training Chairman.  The American Legion sincerely hopes to make the contest a viable part of your curriculum. We thank you for your interest and assistance. 

