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DISCLAIMER AND NOTICE  
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This flag, which we honor and under which we serve, 

is the emblem of our unity, our power, our thought 

and purpose as a nation. It has no other character 

than that which we give it from generation to 

generation. The choices are ours. 

 

It floats in majestic silence above the hosts that 

execute those choices, whether in peace or in war. 

And yet, though silent, it speaks to us, speaks to us of 

the past, of the men and women who went before us, 

and of the records they wrote upon it. 

 

We celebrate the day of its birth; and from its birth 

until now it has witnessed a great history, has floated 

on high the symbol of great events, of a great plan of 

life worked out by a great people. 

 

Woe be to the man or group of men that seeks to 

stand in our way in this day of high resolution when 

every principle we hold dearest is to be vindicated 

and made secure for the salvation of the nation. 

 

We are ready to plead at the bar of history, and our 

flag shall wear a new luster. Once more we shall 

make good with our lives and  fortunes the great faith 

to which we were born, and a new glory shall shine 

in the face of our people. 
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HISTORY OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STA TES OF AMERICA  

 

Before we became a nation, our land knew many flags.  Long ago, the Norsemen probed our coastal 

waters sailing under the banner of the black raven.  Columbus carried a Spanish flag across the seas. 

The Pilgrims carried the flag of Great Britain.  The Dutch colonists brought their striped flag to New 

Amsterdam.  The French explored the continent under the royal fleur-de-lis.  Each native Indian tribe had 

its own totem and insignia.  Immigrants of every race and nationality, in seeking a new allegiance, have 

brought their symbols of loyalty to our shores. 

 

During the American Revolution, various banners were used by the not-yet-united colonies.  A green pine 

tree with the motto An Appeal To Heaven was popular with our young Navy.  The rattlesnakeôs warning, 

Donôt Tread On Me, was displayed by aroused colonists along the Atlantic seaboard.  The Moultrie 

Liberty flag, a large blue banner with a white crescent in the upper corner, rallied the defenders of 

Charleston, South Carolina, in 1776.  The Bunker Hill flag was a blue banner with a white canton filled 

with a red cross and a small green pine.  The flag of the maritime colony of Rhode Island bore a blue 

anchor under the word Hope.  Strikingly similar to the Stars and Stripes was the flag carried by the Green 

Mountain Boys of Vermont at the battle of Bennington in August, 1777. 

 

            
 

The first flag of the colonies to have any resemblance to the present Stars and Stripes was the Grand 

Union Flag, sometimes referred to as the Congress Colors, the First Navy Ensign, and the Cambridge 

Flag.  When General George Washington took command of the Continental Army in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts in 1776, he stood under the Grand Union Flag.  The flag consisted of thirteen stripes, 

representing the thirteen colonies, alternately red and white, with a blue field in the upper left hand corner 

bearing the crosses of Saint George of England and Saint Andrew of Scotland. 

 

 

 
 

 

As the flag of the revolution, it was used on many occasions.  It was first flown by the ships of the 

Colonial Fleet on the Delaware River.  It was raised aboard Captain Esek Hopkinôs flag-ship Alfred by 

John Paul Jones, then a Navy lieutenant, on December 3, 1775.  Later the flag was raised on the Liberty 

Pole at Prospect Hill, which was near George Washingtonôs headquarters in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

It was our unofficial national flag on July 4, 1776 and it remained the unofficial national flag and ensign 

of the Navy until June 1777 when the Continental Congress authorized the Stars and Stripes. 

 
PAGE 3 



The Stars and Stripes originated as a result of a resolution adopted by the Marine Committee of the 

Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia on June 14, 1777.  The resolution read ... Resolved, that the 

flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white 

in a blue field representing a new constellation.  General George Washington said, "We take the stars 

from heaven, the red from our mother country, separating it by white stripes, thus showing that we have 

separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity representing liberty." 

 

The resolution gave no instruction as to how many points the stars should have, nor how the stars should 

be arranged on the blue union.  Consequently, some flags had stars scattered on the blue field without 

any specific design, some arranged the stars in rows, and some in a circle.  The first Continental Navy 

Stars and Stripes had the stars arranged in staggered formation in alternate rows of threes and twos on a 

blue field.  Other Stars and Stripes flags had stars arranged in alternate rows of four, five and four.  Some 

stars had six points while others had eight. 

 

Strong evidence indicates that Francis Hopkinson of New Jersey, a signer of the Declaration of 

Independence, was responsible for the stars in the U.S. flag.  At the time that the flag resolution was 

adopted, Hopkinson was the Chairman of the Continental Navy Boardôs Middle Department.  Hopkinson 

also helped design other devices for the government, including the Great Seal of the United States. 

 

The most popular flag, with the stars in a circle so that no state could claim precedence over another, is 

known as the Betsy Ross flag, in honor of the seamstress who is supposed to have sewn the first one, 

although there is no proof that she made the first Stars and Stripes.  It is known that on May 29, 1777, 

the State Navy Board of Pennsylvania commissioned Betsy Ross to sew flags for Navy vessels.  Legend 

credits Ross with having sewn the first flag to meet the specifications outlined by Congress, while 

changing the stars from six points to five to speed her work.  The flag was first carried in battle at 

Brandywine, Pennsylvania in September 1777.  It first flew over foreign territory in early 1778, at Nassau 

in the Bahama Islands, where Americans captured a fort from the British.  The flag popularly known as 

the Betsy Ross Flag, which arranged the stars in a circle, did not appear until the early 1790s. 
 

 

 
 

 

After Vermont and Kentucky became states in the 1790s, Congress approved adding two more stars and 

two more stripes to the group that represented the original 13 colonies. 
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This flag was the official flag of our country from 1795 to 1818, and was prominent in many historic 

events.  It was the first flag to be flown over a fortress of the Old World when American Marine and 

Naval forces raised it above the pirate stronghold in Tripoli on April 27, 1805.  It was the ensign of 

American forces in the battle of Lake Erie in September of 1813, the flag that withstood enemy 

bombardment at Fort McHenry, Maryland on September 13 and 14, 1814, inspiring Francis Scott Key 

to write The Star-Spangled Banner, and it was flown by General Andrew Jackson at the battle for New 

Orleans in January, 1815. 
 

Realizing the flag would become unwieldy with a stripe for each new state, Continental Navy Captain 

Samuel Reid suggested to Congress that the stripes remain thirteen in number to represent the thirteen 

colonies, and that a star be added to the blue field for each new state coming into the Union.  On April 4, 

1818, President James Monroe signed a bill requiring that the flag of the United States have a union of 20 

stars, white on a blue field; that 13 stripes should be horizontal, alternately red and white; and that upon 

admission of each new State into the Union one star be added to the union of the flag on the fourth of July 

following its date of admission.  The law did not specify color shades or arrangement of the stars, and 

wide variation persisted.  During the Civil War, gold stars were more common than white and the stars 

sometimes appeared in a circle. 
 

Since 1818, each new state has brought a new star for the flag.  The first time the Stars and Stripes flew 

in a Flag Day celebration was in Hartford, Connecticut in 1861, the first summer of the Civil War.  In the 

late 1800s, schools held Flag Day programs to contribute to the Americanization of immigrant children, 

and the observance caught on with individual communities.  As a patriotic custom, the Stars and Stripes 

still flies in front of schools when classes are in session. 
 

In 1916, the president proclaimed a nationwide observance of Flag Day, but it was not until 1949 that 

Congress voted for Flag Day to be a permanent holiday.  On June 22, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt 

approved House Joint Resolution 303, codifying the existing customs and rules governing the display and 

use of the flag of the United States by civilians.  The law included provisions of the code adopted by the 

National Flag Conference in 1923, with certain amendments and additions.  When the 49th and 50th stars 

were added in 1959 and 1960 for Alaska and Hawaii, the standards of design became even more precise. 
 

President Eisenhower issued Executive Order No. 10834 on August 21, 1959.  A national banner with 50 

stars became the official flag of the United States.  The flag was raised for the first time at 12:01 a.m. on 

July 4, 1960 at the Fort McHenry National Monument in Baltimore, Maryland.  The regulated design calls 

for seven red and six white stripes, with the red stripes at top and bottom.  The union of navy blue fills the 

upper left quarter from the top to the lower edge of the fourth red stripe.  The stars have one point up and 

are in nine horizontal rows.  The odd-numbered rows have six stars.  The even-numbered rows have five 

stars, centered diagonally between the stars in the longer rows. 
 

 
 

PAGE 5 



The Flag Code was re-enacted, with minor amendments, as part of the Bicentennial celebration in 1976.  

In the 105th Congress, the Flag Code was removed from Title 36 of the United States Code and recodified 

as part of Title 4. 

 

The size of the flag is determined by the exposed height of the flagpole from which it is flying.  Flags 

flown from angled poles on homes and those displayed indoors are usually either 3ô x 5ô or 4ô x 6ô.  

Other recommended sizes are shown in the following table ... 

 

FLAGPOLE  HEIGHT (feet)          FLAG  SIZE (feet) 

20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4 x 6 

25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 x 8 

40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 x 10 

50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 x 12 

60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 x 15 

70 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12 x 18 

90 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15 x 25 

125 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20 x 30 

200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30 x 40 

250 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40 x 50 

 

The following sizes of flags are authorized for executive agencies ... 

 

 
 

  Dimensions of flag 

 

 

Size 

Hoist 

(width)  

Fly 

(length) 

Feet 
 
Feet 

20.00 

10.00 

8.95 

7.00 

5.00 

4.33 

3.50 

3.00 

3.00 

2.37 

1.32 
 

 38.00 

19.00 

17.00 

11.00 

9.50 

5.50 

6.65 

4.00 

5.70 

4.50 

2.50 
  

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 
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THE FEDERAL FLAG CODE  

 

The United States Flag Code is found in Title 4 of the United States Code and the section of Title 36 

which designates the Star-Spangled Banner as the national anthem and how to display the flag during its 

rendition.  The Flag Code includes instruction and rules on such topics as the Pledge of Allegiance, 

display and use of the flag by civilians, time and occasions for display, position and manner of display, 

and how to show respect for the flag.  The Code also grants authority to the President to modify the rules 

governing the flag. 

 

Public concern and confusion regarding the proper respect shown to the United States flag has given rise 

to many questions on the law relating to the flagôs handling, display, and use.  State governments and the 

federal government have enacted legislation on this subject.  On the national level, the Federal Flag Code 

provides uniform guidelines for the display of and respect shown to the flag.  In addition to the Code, 

Congress has by statute designated the national anthem and set out the proper conduct during its 

presentation. 

 

The Code is designed "for the use of such civilian groups or organizations as may not be required to 

conform with regulations promulgated by one or more executive departments" of the federal government. 

Thus, the Flag Code does not prescribe any penalties for non-compliance, nor does it include enforcement 

provisions; rather the Code functions simply as a guide to be voluntarily followed by civilians and civilian 

groups. 

 

The Federal Flag Code does not purport to cover all possible situations.  Although the Code empowers the 

President of the United States to alter, modify, repeal, or prescribe additional rules regarding the flag, no 

federal agency has the authority to issue official rulings legally binding on civilians or civilian groups. 

Consequently, different interpretations of various provisions of the Code may continue to be made.  The 

Flag Code itself, however, suggests a general rule by which practices involving the flag may be fairly 

tested ...  No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America. 

 

Therefore, actions not specifically included in the Code may be deemed acceptable as long as proper 

respect is shown.  In addition to the Flag Code, a separate provision contained in the Federal Criminal 

Code established criminal penalties for certain treatment of the flag.  Prior to 1989, this provision 

provided criminal penalties for certain acts of desecration to the flag. 

 

In response to the Supreme Court decision in Texas v. Johnson (which held that anti-desecration statutes 

are unconstitutional if aimed at suppressing one type of expression), Congress enacted the Flag Protection 

Act of 1989 to provide criminal penalties for certain acts which violate the physical integrity of the flag. 

This law imposed a fine and/or up to one year in prison for knowingly mutilating, defacing, physically 

defiling, maintaining on the floor, or trampling upon any flag of the United States.  In 1990, however, 

the Supreme Court held that the Flag Protection Act was unconstitutional as applied to a burning of the 

flag in a public protest. 

 

All of the states, at one time or another, have enacted laws relating to the United States flag.  Even though 

the Federal Flag Code does not provide penalties for certain conduct or may not govern certain practices, 

state law may do so.  Therefore, it is advisable to consider applicable provisions of state law, as well as 

federal law, on questions of proper use of the flag. 
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THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States was first given national publicity through the 

official program of the National Public School Celebration for Columbus Day in October, 1892.  The 

Pledge had been published in the Youth's Companion in September,1892 and was also sent out in leaflet 

form throughout the country. 

 

Francis Bellamy and James Upham were members of the staff of the Youth's Companion when the Pledge 

was published.  The family of each man contended that his was the authorship and both held evidence to 

substantiate their claims. To determine the actual authorship, the United States Flag Association appointed 

a committee to weigh the evidence of the two contending families.  The committee decided in favor of 

Francis Bellamy and the decision was accepted by the American Flag Committee on May 18, 1939. 

 

Bellamy had been chairman of the executive committee which formulated the program for the National 

Public School Celebration.  He wrote, ñLet the flag float over every school-house in the land and the 

exercise be such as shall impress upon our youth the patriotic duty of citizenship.ò  He also included the 

original 23 words of the Pledge which he had developed ... 

 

I pledge allegiance to my Flag, 

and to the Republic for which it stands, 

one Nation indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all. 

 

The wording of the Pledge has been modified several times.  On June 14, 1923 at the First National Flag 

Conference, the words ñthe flag of the United Statesò were substituted for ñmy flagò. In 1924, ñof 

Americaò was added.  The last change occurred on June 14, 1954 when President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

approved adding the words "under God".  He said, "In this way we are reaffirming the transcendence of 

religious faith in America's heritage and future.  In this way we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual 

weapons which forever will be our country's most powerful resource in peace and war." 

 

 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag 

of the United States of America, 

and to the Republic for which it stands, 

one Nation under God, indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all. 

 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance continued to be recited daily by children in schools across America, and gained 

heightened popularity among adults during the patriotic fervor created by World War II.  Congress 

included the Pledge to the Flag in the United States Flag Code on June 22, 1942.  The Pledge to the Flag 

received its official title as The Pledge of Allegiance in 1945. 

 

When the Pledge is being given, all should stand facing the flag, with the right hand over the heart, fingers 

together and horizontal with the arm at as near a right angle as possible. When not in uniform, men should 

remove any non-religious head-dress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being 

over the heart.  Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and render the military salute. 
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

 

The composition consisting of the words and music known as The Star-Spangled Banner is the national 

anthem.  During a rendition of the national anthem when the flag is displayed, all present except those in 

uniform should stand at attention facing the flag with the right hand over the heart.  Men not in uniform 

should remove their head-dress with their right hand and hold the head-dress at the left shoulder, the hand 

being over the heart; and, individuals in uniform should give the military salute at the first note of the 

anthem and maintain that position until the last note.  When the flag is not displayed, all present should 

face toward the music and act in the same manner they would if the flag were displayed. 
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DISPLAY AND USE OF THE FLAG BY CIVILIANS  
 

The rules and customs pertaining to the display and use of the flag of the United States of America are 

established for the use of such civilians or civilian groups or organizations as may not be required to 

conform with regulations promulgated by one or more executive departments of the Government of 

the United States. 
 

TIME AND OCCASIONS FOR DISPLAY 
 

The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on ... 
 

New Yearôs Day - January 1 

Inauguration Day - January 20 

Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs birthday - third Monday in January 

Abraham Lincolnôs birthday - February 12 

George Washingtonôs birthday - third Monday in February 

Easter Sunday 

Motherôs Day - second Sunday in May 

Armed Forces Day - third Saturday in May 

Memorial Day - last Monday in May 

Flag Day - June 14 

Independence Day - July 4 

Labor Day - first Monday in September 

Patriot Day - September 11 

Constitution Day - September 17 

Columbus Day - second Monday in October 

U.S. Navy Day - October 27 

Veterans Day - November 11 

Thanksgiving Day - fourth Thursday in November 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day - December 7 

Christmas Day - December 25 

The date of admission of States and on State holidays 

 Other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United States 

 

On Memorial Day, the flag should be displayed at half-staff until noon, then raised to the top of the staff. 
 

On Patriot Day, the flag should be displayed at half-staff from sunrise until sunset. 
 

On Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, the flag should be displayed at half-staff from sunrise until sunset. 
 

The flag should be displayed daily on or near the main administration building of every public institution. 
 

The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on election days. 
 

The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse. 
 

The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except when an all-weather flag 

is displayed. 
 

It is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and on stationary 

flagstaffs in the open.  When a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be displayed 24 hours a day if 

properly illuminated during the hours of darkness. 
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There are eight sites in the United States where the flag is flown day and night under specific legal 

authority ... 
 

 Flag House Square in Baltimore, Maryland  

 Fort McHenry National Monument in Baltimore, Maryland 

 The White House 

 Town Green in Lexington, Massachusetts 

 United States Customs ports of entry 

 United States Marine Corps Iwo Jima Memorial in Arlington, Virginia 

 Valley Forge State Park in Pennsylvania 

 Washington Monument 
 

As a matter of custom, and without specific statutory or official authorization, the flag is flown at night at 

many other sites, including the United States Capitol.  The display of the flag in a respectful manner with 

appropriate lighting does not violate the spirit of the Flag Code, since the dignity accorded to the flag is 

preserved by lighting that prevents it from being enveloped in darkness. 
 

The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.  During the ceremony of hoisting or 

lowering the flag, or when the flag is passing in a parade or in review, all persons present except those in 

uniform should face the flag and stand at attention with the right hand over the heart.  Those present in 

uniform should render the military salute.  When not in uniform, men should remove their head-dress with 

their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.  Aliens should stand at 

attention.  The salute to the flag in a moving column should be rendered at the moment the flag passes. 
 

PLEASE NOTE ... Members of the Armed Forces and Veterans of the Armed Forces who are present but not in uniform are 

now permitted to salute the Flag as it passes in parade or in review, as well as during the playing of the National Anthem. 

Please see Page 33 for additional information. 

 
CAPITOL  FLAG  PROGRAM 

 

Constituents may arrange to purchase flags that have been flown over the United States Capitol in 

Washington, DC by getting in touch with their Senators or Representative.  A certificate signed by the 

Architect of the Capitol accompanies each flag.  Flags are available for purchase in sizes of 3ô x 5ô or 

5ô x 8ô in fabrics of cotton and nylon. 
 

 

FREEDOM TO DISPLAY THE AMERICAN FLAG ACT OF 2005  
 

A condominium association, cooperative association, or residential real estate management association 

may not adopt or enforce any policy, or enter into any agreement, that would restrict or prevent a member 

of the association from displaying the flag of the United States on residential property within the 

association with respect to which such member has a separate ownership interest or a right to exclusive 

possession or use. 
 

Nothing in the Act shall be considered to permit any display or use that is inconsistent with ... 

 (1) any provision of Chapter 1 of Title 4, United States Code, or any rule or custom pertaining to 

 the proper display or use of the flag of the United States (as established pursuant to such chapter 

 or any otherwise applicable provision of law); or, 
 

 (2) any reasonable restriction pertaining to the time, place, or manner of displaying the flag of the 

 United States necessary to protect a substantial interest of the condominium association, 

 cooperative association, or residential real estate management association. 
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POSITION AND DISPLAY OF THE UNITED STATES FLAG  
 

The flag should never be displayed with union down, except as a signal of dire distress in instances of 

extreme danger to life or property. 

 

The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, water, or merchandise. 

 

The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free. 

 

No person shall display the flag of any other nation above or in a position of superior prominence or honor 

to the flag of the United States, provided that nothing shall make unlawful the continuance of the practice 

of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a position of superior prominence or honor, and other 

national flags in positions of equal prominence or honor, with that of the flag of the United States at the 

headquarters of the United Nations. 

 

When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs of the same 

height.  The flags should be of approximately equal size.  International usage forbids the display of the 

flag of one nation above that of another nation in time of peace. 

 

No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right of the flag except 

during church services conducted by United States Navy chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may 

be flown above the flag during church services for the personnel of the United States Navy. 

 

When flags of states, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the same halyard with the 

flag of the United States, the flag of the United States should always be at the peak. 

 

The flag should be at the center and at the highest point of the group when a number of flags of states or 

localities or pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs. 

 

When flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States should be hoisted first and 

lowered last. 

 

When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended vertically with the union 

to the north in an east and west street or to the east in a north and south street. 

 

When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a house to a pole at the edge of 

the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out, union first, from the building. 

 

When displayed in a window, the flag should be displayed with the union or blue field to the left of the 

observer in the street. 

 

When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or at an angle from the window sill, 

balcony, or front of a building, the union of the flag should be placed at the peak of the staff unless the 

flag is at half-staff. 

 

When the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a building with one main entrance,  it should be 

suspended vertically with the union of the flag to the observerôs left upon entering.  If the building has 

more than one main entrance, the flag should be suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or 

lobby with the union to the north, when entrances are to the east and west or to the east when entrances are 

to the north and south.  If there are entrances in more than two directions, the union should be to the east. 
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When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be uppermost and to the 

flagôs own right, that is, to the observerôs left. 

 

When the flag is displayed with another flag against a wall using crossed staffs, the United States flag 

should be on its own right, and its staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag. 

 

The flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the marching right, 

that is, the flagôs own right, or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the center of that line. 

 

The flag should not be dipped to any person or thing.  State flags, regimental colors, and organization or 

institutional flags are to be dipped as a mark of honor. 

 

If an honor guard carries the flag for a ceremony in the area of a flag pole, the honor guard should be 

positioned between the flag pole and the audience. 

 

When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the flag should hold the position of superior 

prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor to the speakerôs right as he faces the 

audience. 

 

When used on a speakerôs platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be displayed above and behind the 

speaker.  Any other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the speaker or to the right of the 

audience. 

 

Bunting of blue, white, and red, always arranged with the blue above, the white in the middle, and the red 

below, should be used for covering a speakerôs desk, draping in front of the platform, and for a decoration 

in general. 

 

To prevent the official party from having to put their back-sides to the audience when the flag is on the 

stage behind them, pre-post the Colors on the stage, or, have the honor guard post the Colors on the stage 

and position the official party in the front row of the audience during the National Anthem. 

 

It is not mandatory to retire the Colors just because the Colors have been posted.  It is not customary to 

retire the Colors if they were not formally posted. 

 

Positioning of flags is often arbitrary and based primarily on the best location for the event.  This could be 

directly behind the speaker, to the observer's left of the speaker, or centered together on the stage. 

 

When positioning flags, consider the traffic flow of those participating in the ceremony, obstruction of 

audiovisual equipment, getting flags into the background for photographs, and practicality. 

 

The flag should form a distinctive feature of the ceremony of unveiling a statute or monument, but it 

should never be used as the covering for the statute or monument. 

 

There are no laws or regulations restricting the use of a finial on a flag staff.  The eagle finial is used by 

the President, the Vice-President, many federal agencies, and also by many civilian organizations and 

private citizens.  The type of finial used, if any, is a matter of preference of the individual or organization. 

 

The placing of a fringe on the flag is optional.  Fringe should be used on indoor flags only.  Fringe is 

considered to be an ñhonorable enrichment onlyò and is not regarded as an integral part of the flag. 
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No part of the flag should ever be used as wearing apparel, a costume, or athletic uniform, however, a flag 

patch may be affixed to the uniform of military personnel, policemen, firemen, and members of patriotic 

organizations. 

 

The flag patch on the left sleeve of a military uniform should have the blue field to the viewer's left.  A 

flag patch on the right sleeve should be displayed with the blue field to the viewer's right so that the flag 

is facing forward and streams to the back as the person moves forward. 

 

A flag pin should be worn on the left lapel near the heart. 

 

When the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the staff should be fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the 

right fender.  Window-mount flags should be positioned on the right side (passenger side) of the vehicle.  

 

The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a railroad train or a boat. 

 

A flag decal or a flag magnet displayed on either side of a vehicle should have the blue field towards the 

front of the vehicle so that the flag appears to be moving forward as the vehicle moves forward. 

 

The flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff. 

 

The flag should never be used as a covering for a ceiling. 

 

The flag should never be used as bedding or drapery.  It should never be festooned, drawn back or drawn 

up, bunched in folds, but always allowed to fall free. 

 

The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything. 

 

The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever.  There is a federal 

criminal prohibition on the use of the flag for advertising purposes in the District of Columbia. 

 

Advertising signs should not be fastened to a staff or halyard from which the flag is flown. 

 

The flag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it, any mark, insignia, 

letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature. 

 

The flag should not be embroidered on such articles as cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed or 

otherwise impressed on paper napkins or boxes or anything that is designed for temporary use and discard. 

 

The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored in such a manner as to permit it to be easily 

torn, soiled, or damaged in any way. 

 

A torn flag may be mended, but a worn or tattered flag should be destroyed when it is no longer fit for 

display.  It should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning. 

 

When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be placed so that the union is at the head and over the 

left shoulder.  The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground. 

 

Any rule or custom pertaining to the display of the flag of the United States of America may be altered, 

modified, repealed, or additional rules may be prescribed, by the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 

Forces of the United States.  Any such alteration or additional rule shall be set forth in a proclamation. 
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